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Application/Control Number: 10/038,834 j 
Art Unit: 3632 

This is the third office action for application serial number 10/038,834, Electronic 
Equipment Mounting Angle Varying Apparatus, filed on May 5, 1997. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth m this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identicaUy disclosed or described as set forth in 

1^ ^ differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 

such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person havmg ordmary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which (he invention was made. 

Claims 2, 3, and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
JP9-326853. The present invention reads on JP'853 as follows: JP'853 teaches an electronic 
equipment mounting angle varying apparatus comprising a base member (24), a mounting 
member (1) and arm member (28). The base member is mounted at a place where electronic is 
installed. The mounting member on which the electronic equipment is mounted is supported by 
the base member so as to freely swing about a horizontal base support shaft axis (along 25). The 
arm member is supported by the base member so as to fi-eely swing about a base member support 
shaft axis extending horizontally, which sets the mounting angle of the electronic equipment by 
being latched by the mounting member. The electronic equipment is mounted at a prescribed 
angle. The base member holds the electronic equipment at a prescribed mounting angle by 
latching the arm member. Additionally, the mounting member comprises arm latched portion 
constituted by a plurality of holes (9-1 1) formed along a direction perpendicular to the horizontal 
mounting support shaft axis. The arm member has an arm latching portion (30) comprismg a 
positioning latching portion (the tip of 30) that fits into the arm latched portion (10) and 
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determines a position relative to the base member. An elastic latching portion that has a end 
portion at a leading end thereof and is flexibly deformed so that the convex portion is fitted 
inside the arm latched portion and engages therewith. The arm latching portion is latched by the 
engagement of the end portion in the arm latched portion. The base member comprises a 
latching guide surface portion (6-8) against which the arm member abuts in a manner such that 
angle subtended with inner surface of the arm member is acute. By pressing the electronic 
equipment downward, the arm latching portion of the arm member is guided to be fitted into and 
latched by the arm latched portion of the base member. The arm member is guided to a 
horizontal attitude. However, the apparatus fails to teach the arm member swing about the 
mounting member support shaft axis and the base having a plurality of holes formed along and 
the latching portion bemg convexed. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have made the arm member to swing about the mounting member support 
axis and the base to have a plurality of holes, since it has been held that rearranging parts of an 
invention involves only routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. Additionally, it 
would have been an obvious matter of design choice to have made the latching portion 
convexed, since such a modification would have involved a mere change in the shape of a 
component. A change in shape is generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary 
skill in the art. In re Dailey, 357 F.2d 669, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1966). 

Regarding claim 11, the base member comprises a falling-out prevention portion (29) for 
preventing the arm member from coming out. The arm member fijrther comprises an arm 
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pulling-out prevention portion (the that receives portion 29) which engages the falling-out 
prevention portion of the base member. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Claims 5-10 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2, 3 and 11 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gwendolyn Baxter whose telephone number is 703-308-0702. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Wednesday, 8:00am -5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leslie A Braun can be reached on 703-308-2156. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). / / 
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